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CHILD AND FAMILY
DEVELOPMENT, MA
Admission Requirements
The admissions requirements for the Masters Degree in Child and Family
Development program are as follows:

• Minimum GPA of 3.0 for four years of undergraduate study or 3.25 for
the last two years of undergraduate study.

• Applicants to the Child and Family Development program with a
3.5 or higher undergraduate GPA are exempted from the Graduate
Record Examination. For all other students, completion of general
Graduate Record Examination within the past five years preceding
the application with the following scores: 147 on verbal, 141 on
quantitative, and 4.0 on analytical writing.

• Submission of the following:
• University of Akron Admissions Application
• Three letters of recommendation
• Statement of purpose
• Resume

Program faculty will review all applications upon receipt and may require
an interview with any applicant. Admissions decisions are reported to the
Graduate School.

Accepted students will be expected to comply with the following
requirements:

• Complete the course of study with a minimum of 33 credits.
• These credits will include:

• Foundation courses focused on orientation to child and family
development as an interdisciplinary field.

• Core courses in the Child and Family Therapy specialization.
• Elective options, selected in consultation with academic advisor,

from within department or in another discipline. These are chosen
to strengthen student’s professional goals.

• Complete one of the following Capstone options:
• Master’s thesis: the thesis option involves the design and

evaluation of original research in an appropriately related area
commensurate with the student’s background and area of
pursuit.

• Master’s project: the project option involves the design,
development, implementation, and evaluation of original and
creative programs and/or resource materials with an outside
organization. 

• Master’s Practicum: The practicum is designed to
give students supervised, professional experience in a
professional setting, and the opportunity to connect that
experience to the scholarship in that particular field.

• Apply for graduation upon successful completion of an
approved thesis/project proposal or enrollment in practicum,
and by posted University graduation application deadlines
(https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.uakron.edu%2Fgradsch%2Fdocs
%2Fdeadlines.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Crpatton%40uakron.edu
%7C4e3a4e72133b46ce8c2808d9747a39a1%7Ce8575dedd7f94ecea4aa0b32991aeedd
%7C0%7C0%7C637668890571599861%7CUnknown
%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D

%7C1000&sdata=gDLHU1JuFzWX3nArt7Tydx5v6d4u3FLtqgmc9ns
%2BBrU%3D&reserved=0). 

Code Title Hours
Foundational Courses 7
CHFD:604 Orientation to Graduate Studies in Child and

Family Development
1

SOWK:622 Fundamentals of Research I 3
CHFD:680 Grant & Proposal Writing 3
Core Courses 15
CHFD:602 Family in Lifespan Perspective 3
CHFD:605 Developmental Parent-Child Interactions 3
CHFD:607 Family Dynamics 3
CHFD:610 Child Development Theories 3
CHFD:665 Development in Infancy & Early Childhood 3
Elective Options 6
Select six credits of coursework relevant to student’s academic plan.
Courses taken outside of the Child and Family Development Program
must be approved by faculty advisor.
Capstone 5
Pick one of the following (for a total of 5 credits):
CHFD:688 Advanced Internship in Child and Family

Development
5

CHFD:694 Master's Project 5
CHFD:699 Masters Thesis in Child & Family Development 5
TOTAL CREDITS: 33
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